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After last Monday's article in the Star Tribune (via the 
Washington Post) "American Recycling is Stalling, and the 
Big Blue Bin is one Reason Why", it's clear what Waste 
Management Inc (WMI) means by “Think Green”.  
It’s ‘Benjamins’ before Bottles. It is certainly Profits before 
People or Planet. How dare WMI, Republic (formerly BFI) 
and the other largest garbage/landfilling companies in 
North America play victim to Single Stream recycling. 

Almost 15 years ago they began the steady march away from collecting recycling in 
separated streams, which allowed for the highest value and most environmental benefit 
from the materials. They claimed Single Stream systems were the future to recovering the 
most materials and to being the most efficient and environmentally effective programs 
possible for communities all across the country. It also happened to work well in their 
compacting garbage trucks. In Minnesota, due to these companies' “vision” and influence, 
over 80% of all materials are now collected and processed in this manner.  And NOW they 
have the gall to say the system is broken. “Not enough Profits” is their mantra. 
 
Looking back 15 years ago we heard a very similar story 
from the multinational garbage companies as they 
purchased all of the local recycling companies, stating that 
recycling wasn’t working, and that they needed to raise fees 
for services by 40%. Eureka Recycling was launched at that 
time, with the assistance of Saint Paul and others with the 
vision that the “profits” of a recycling program were broader 
than WMI’s return on investment. Creating a program that 
reflected the values of this community, we reduced service 
fees, sought the environmentally best use of the recyclables, 
created over 100 good local jobs, reinvested revenues into 
zero waste programs and education, and have shared over 
$3,500,000 in revenue from the sale of these valuable 
materials with Saint Paul since 2001.  
 
But that’s not the kind of profitability Waste Management is seeking. What seems to 
continue to generate enough profits for these multinational companies is wasting, but at 
what cost to the rest of us?  After they have made their money from burying garbage and 
toxic incinerator ash in a landfill and they close them down, the long-term liabilities and 
clean-up costs revert to the State of Minnesota and us, the taxpayers, when they leak into 
our groundwater. Through 2011 the state has spent over $366 million on the clean-up of 
112 landfills. The garbage companies never pay the true costs of how they handle and 
dispose of trash.

http://www.startribune.com/recycling-stalling-in-u-s-and-big-blue-bins-are-one-reason-why/308902511/
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Where on the “ledger” that determines their profits do they account for the environmental 
costs of continuing to extract virgin materials from our planet? From a Climate Change 
perspective, moving towards zero waste through actions like recycling is one of the most 
impactful strategies we can employ.   
 
Where is the calculation about the economic benefit of job creation for our communities? 
To recycle versus waste the same amount of material creates 10 times more local jobs. As 
we experience growing poverty rates through-out the Metropolitan area can we think 
about “profits” a bit more broadly?  
 
It’s safe to say that most individuals that put a newspaper or aluminum can in a blue bin 
understand these connections. They know the benefits of their action reach far beyond the 
hauler’s bottom line.   
 
There is an alternative vision of a zero waste economy that has been successfully 
implemented in cities around the world. This vision includes not only recycling materials to 
bring the highest benefit, but goes far beyond to include prevention, producer 
responsibility, reuse, and composting. We know it can save communities money, provide 
tremendous environmental benefits, and be profitable for the companies that provide 
services. The City of Minneapolis has already begun to implement many facets of zero 
waste. As Saint Paul moves into new contracts for recycling and composting in 2017 they 
have an opportunity to continue what they started 15 years ago and create a program that 
moves our community in the right direction.  
 
We don’t know how Single Stream is working in Waste Management’s profit model, but 
Eureka and our communities know how it contributes towards Zero Waste and benefits us 
all.  "Think Green" for our communities, not for garbage companies. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Tim Brownell and Bryan Ukena 
Co-Presidents 
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We believe waste is completely preventable….do you?  
 

www.eurekarecycling.org / 651-NO WASTE (669-2783) 
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